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collections appears to have been unsatisfactory in consequence of the low price of cotton, especially in Ankleshvar, where the rentals were high, and, with a view not still more to lower prices, Government consented, in order to relieve their tenants, to the unusual proposal to warehouse their cotton rather than force on its sale for the recovery of the revenue. What was the result of this proceeding does not seem to have been reported. In the following year, however, the condition of the leased villages seems to have improved. The rentals had been lowered by the Sub-collector on a consideration of the low price of cotton and its having led to the neglect of a proper system of rotation. The Principal Collector of Surat was of opinion that revenue had been needlessly sacrificed, but the Sub-collector was supported by the E-evenue Commissioner.
In 1844 (29th May) Government laid down a clear rule that any ryot taking a lease of his land for thirty years should pay only dry-crop rates, although he might improve it with money advanced by the State by constructing a well, and in the same year sanctioned rules issued by the Revenue Commissioner of the Northern Division for the encouragement of improvements, to the effect that a lease for thirty years should be given to anyone building a well; that advances at 5 per cent, interest should be made at the Collector's discretion, on good security, for such purpose, to be repaid in not more than live years from the time of the land under the well yielding extra returns, but should nofe be made to people having capital of their own unless security were given for a contribution of one-hull: the cost in money, labour or materials. Advances for the repair of old wells might be made without interest. Tho wisdom of this policy, for the preservation of ancient works of utility, is self-evident.
In 1845 it was reported that new rates, settled on the same principles as in Jainlmsar, had been in force since the previous year in'Amod, Ankleshvar and Harisot, and that the then Collector had adopted in Dhej rates already fixed by his predecessor. The Collector also hoped to have Vagra settled within the year. As sufficient data wore not given in the Report to enable Government to judge of the appropriateness or otherwise of the rates, it was left to the judgment of the Collector to introduce them.